
Baranovitch Yeshiva was rich in the high 
standard of learning and yiras shomayim, 
but unfortunately the material situation 
was terribly difficult. R’ Elchonon was 

forced to travel to Europe and America 
to raise funds. While in England, Rav 
Elchonon was greatly assisted by R’ 
Osher Sternbuch (father of R’ Moshe 

Sternbuch, shlita, Raavad - Eida Chareidis).

R’ Osher was niftar relatively young and R’ Elchonon 
wrote a beautiful letter to the widow and orphans. 
He also made it his business to visit the Almanah on 
his next trip. He arrived when the Almanah was out.

R’ Elchonon was in a 
rush to leave and in his 
haste the glass slipped 

from his hand and broke.

Rav Elchonon returned to the 
house and knocked on the door.

Rebbetzin Sternbach returned 
about two hours later:

yasher koach...
When is your 

mother coming 
home?

in around two 
hours.

Rebbetzin 
Sternbach, I 

accidentally broke 
one of your glasses. 

I’m very sorry.

Kinderlach, I 
accidentally broke a 

glass. Could you please 
give me a broom and shovel? 

And please apologize to 
your mother from me for my 

careless breaking of the 
glass...

Wait a minute... A 
child cannot be a 

Shaliach... Hmm... I must 
wait here myself to 

apologize.

I’m so happy to 
see the Rosh Yeshiva 

learning with my child! 
Just having Rebbi in our 
home is such a kavod. 
This is nothing to be 

concerned about!

oy, I’m not able to 
wait so long... But let me 
make a brocha before I 

leave.

Rebbi, sure... it’s 
really nothing 

to  be concerned 
about.

Did 
Rebbi leave 
something 

behind?

No, I decided to 
wait for your mother 

to return and personally 
apologize for breaking the 
glass. Let’s learn together 

until your mother comes 
home.

5635-5701 1875-1941 zun, c"h

נִים יינִישׁ born in Birz, Lithuania, to ,זַצַ״ל Wasserman ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן בֻּ ל and ר׳ נַפְתָלִי בֵּ יינאָ רָחֵּ  He learned in Telshe .שֵּׁ
under R' Eliezer Gordon זַצַ״ל and R' Shimon Shkop זַצַ״ל and also in Volozhin. In 1897, he studied 
under ר׳ חַיִים Soloveitchik in Brisk. In 1899, he married Michla, the daughter of אִיר  of רָב) Atlas ר׳ מֵּ
Salant).  In 1907, he moved to Radin where he learn in the ל קָדְשִׁים בְהָק and was a כּוֹלֵּ ץ  of the תַלְמִיד מֻּ חָפֵּ
ל While at the .חַיִים ף שְׁלֹמֹה learned with ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן ,כּוֹלֵּ  who would later become the ,זַצַ״ל Kahaneman ר׳ יוֹסֵּ
 ,of Brisk רַ״ם of the Ponevezh Yeshiva, for 18 hours a day. In 1910, he moved away to become ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה
but returned to Radin when the יְשִׁיבָה was disbanded in 1914. Afterwards, he moved to Baranowicze, 
Poland where he founded his famous יְשִׁיבָה. He was a dynamic leader and force in ל גוּדַת יִשְרָאֵּ  During .אֲַ
WWII, he was נִפְטָר עַל קִדוּשׁ ד׳, together with his תַלְמִידִים, and 5000 other Yidden. He was renowned for 
both his צִדְקוּת and his analytical פְשַׁט. His סְפָרִים include: קוֹבֶץ מַאֲמָרִים ,קוֹבֶץ שִׁעוּרִים ,קוֹבֶץ הֶאָרוֹת, and 

other חִדוּשִׁים including the famous עִקְבְתָא דִמְשִׁיחָא. 

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

״ל צַׁ עְיָ׳ זַׁ עֲקֺב יִצְחָק was born in Pinsk to ר׳ אַהֲרֺן יְשַׁ יָה and ר׳ יַׁ  חַׁ
Shapiro, a Karlin-Stolin family. At the age of 15 he went to 
ת מִיר בְרוּתָא where he learned יְשִיבַׁ  with R’ Chaim בְחַׁ

Shmuelevitz ״ל צַׁ  and R’ Leizer הי״ד He became close with R’ Hirsh Kamai .זַׁ
Yudel Finkel ״ל צַׁ  רָחֵל דִינָה from both of them. He married סְמִיכָה receiving ,זַׁ
(daughter of ר׳ יִשְרָאֵל זְאֵב Stamm of Kelm) in 1937. With the outbreak of 
WWII, they immigrated to the USA. He was immediately offered a position 
as  ַׁשְגִיח ת in מַׁ עַׁ גָא פײַװל by יְשִיבָה תּוֹרָה וְדַׁ ״ל Mendlowitz ר׳ שְרַׁ צַׁ  later ,זַׁ
becoming one of its most famous גִידֵי שִעוּר  He was beloved by his .מַׁ
לְמִידִים  גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל and was a cherished confidant of the most renowned תַּׁ
and Chassidishe Rebbes of America.  

 כ״ה סיון
5668 – 5741 
1907 – 1981 

In 1926, when מְעוֹן ר׳  asked זַצַ״ל Shkop ר׳ שִׁ
 to help him write בָחוּר to send a יְרוּחָם זַצַ״ל
his ר׳ יְרוּחָם ,שַעַרֵי יוֹשֶר ,סֵפֶר chose  ר׳ אַהֲרֺן
 a gifted writer with beautiful ,יְשַעְיָ׳
penmanship. ר׳ יְרוּחָם ‘lent’ him to  ר׳
מְעוֹן  agreed ר׳ אַהֲרֺן יְשַעְיָ׳ .for two years שִׁ
on the condition that he would receive a 
private עוּר  on the piece he was working שִׁ
on that day. מְעוֹן  ,הַקְדָמָה agreed. In his ר׳ שִׁ
מְעוֹן  ,wrote, “He did not just proofread it ר׳ שִׁ
but worked diligently and sharpened each topic with 
his peers!” 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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ל לְזְכוּת אַחֵינוּ  אֵּ רָּ ית יִשְׂ ל בֵּ ה וּמִשִעְבוּד  כָּ ה לְאוֹרָּ ה וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ ה לִרְוָּ רָּ קוֹם יְרַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶם וְיוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ ה ... הַמָּ רָּ הַנְתוּנִים בַצָּ
מֵן. רִיב וְאִמְרוּ אָּ א וּבִזְמַן קָּ לָּ ה... בַעֲגָּ  לִגְאֻלָּ
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חַלָה   -מִצְוָה שפ״ה   
 It is a ה ה to separate מִצְוַת עֲשֵׂ  from a dough made from an חַלָּ
ן or more of flour and give it to a (volume = 43.5 medium eggs) עוֹמֶר   .כֺּהֵׂ

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 One of the essential foods needed for the body to stay 
healthy is grain. Most of the world survives by eating bread made from 
grain. ד׳ in His kindness gave ל אֵׂ  an opportunity to perform כְלַל יִשְרָּ
constant מִצְוֹת on such a basic food in order that our daily food should 
have a blessing [because of the ה  performed]. Every piece of bread מִצְוָּ
that has ה  taken from it is feeding the body with the grain and the חַלָּ
ה מָּ ה with the נְשָּ     .מִצְוָּ
 wanted ד׳ .(for the people) ד׳ spend their lives serving כֺּהֲנִים 
 to receive prepared dough rather than unprocessed flour or כֺּהֲנִים
grain so that they should not have to be involved in the time and 
money spent in processing the grain. [This will allow the כֺּהֲנִים to 
dedicate more of their valuable time to serve ד׳ - see  לֶק מוֹרֶה נְבוּכִים חֵׂ
  .[ג

∞ ∞ ∞ 
צִיצִית -מִצְוָה שפ״ו   

 It is a ה  on a four (or more) cornered צִיצִית to put מִצְוַת עֲשֵׂ
woolen garment. The size of the garment should be large enough to 
cover the head and most of the body of a six or seven year old child. 

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 The ה  is to have a צִיצִית writes the reason to wear תּוֹרָּ

constant reminder of the מִצְוֹת ד׳. The ְחִינוּך explains that there is no 
better reminder than wearing the seal of ד׳, our Master, wherever we 
go. A person wearing a garment with צִיצִית on a daily basis will notice 
their צִיצִית and his heart will naturally be reminded of the מִצְוֹת. The 
א ש תַּנְחוּמָּ  add the ;600 = צִיצִית of גִימַטְרִיָּה explains that the (קֺּרַח יב) מִדְרָּ
8 strings and the 5 knots that hang from each corner, and the total = 
613. The צִיצִית represent the (613) תרי״ג מִצְוֹת.  

∞ ∞ ∞ 
ינַיִם -מִצְוָה שפ״ז   ב וּרְאִייַת עֵׁ לאֺ לָתוּר אַחַר מַחֲשָבַת הַלֵׁ שֶׁ   

 It is a ֺּא תַעֲשֶה ה not to turn [from the מִצְוַת ל  path] to תּוֹרָּ
follow the desire of our heart and eyes. This includes thinking thoughts 
that are  ה רָּ ה זָּ  or inappropriate, that cause a person to feel further עֲבוֹדָּ
from ד׳.        

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 This is one of underlying principles of a happy Jew. Bad 
thoughts are the cause of every bad action. Contrary to what you [the 
ע רָּ צֶר הָּ  within us, makes us] believe, when a person does not control יֵׂ
his heart’s desire, he constantly craves more and will only feel emptier 
after following his desires. However, when a person  turns his hearts 
away from thinking [or his eyes away from seeing] anything 
inappropriate, he becomes a spiritually stronger and physically happier 
person.      

Some מצות and Ideas based on  שלח -ספר החינוך במנין המצות על פרשת השבוע  

TorahThoughts

פרשה: שלח     הפטרה: וישלח יהושע... מרגלים... )יהושע ב:א-כד(

מברכים ר״ח תמוז  )מולד יום חמישי בשעה:  חלקים 8 + 09:15(

דף יומי: יומא נ״ה     אבות פרק ג'     מצות תעשה: 3   מצות לא תעשה: 2
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

בָר יג:לג(.…  עֵינֵיהֶם )בַמִדְּ כֵן הָיִינוּ בְּ עֵינֵינוּ כַחֲגָבִים וְּ הִי בְּ וַנְּ  
 …we were like grasshoppers in our eyes, and so we were in 
their eyes. 
 The Rebbe of Kotzk commented that the declaration of 
“...we were like grasshoppers in our eyes, and so we were in their 
eyes!” was the root of the spies’ sin. They had no right to consider 
how the giants viewed them. As emissaries of the Jewish people, they 
should have been focused on their mission, and that they were 
representing the people of ד׳, not on what anyone else thought about 
them. 
 We are often faced with dilemmas about how to act or 
react in challenging situations. In the following story, we see the 
response of one of our great leaders who used the phrase “What will 
they say?” as a means of motivating himself and others to do the 
right thing. 

∞  ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld זַצַ״ל, the legendary רָב of 
רוּשָלַיִם  by 10 a.m. On most שַחֲרִית normally returned home from ,יְּ
days, he would come home from shul still wearing his טַלִית and פִלִין  .תְּ
He would greet the usual crowd of people who were waiting for him, 
answer all of their questions, have a short breakfast, and spend the 
remainder of the day learning. Today, however, he was very late. The 
group waited patiently and then decided to go look for their “lost” רָב. 
 As they traced the route that the רָב normally took from his 
small home to the shul, they noticed a man in the distance, wearing 
his טַלִית and פִלִין  standing near a well. Upon closer inspection they ,תְּ
realized that the man was none other than their רָב; and two water 
buckets joined by a wooden plank were draped across his shoulders. 
Apparently, he was drawing and carrying water for someone. But for 
whom, and why? 
 Standing next to the רָב was a shabbily dressed little boy 

and his younger sister. Their shoes were completely torn and their 
sad eyes told a tale of woe. As the group approached their revered רָב 
one of his followers offered to take the buckets from him. 
 how can you carry these around the streets? It is ,רֶבִי“ 
simply not befitting a man of your stature.” 
 Although he had clearly heard the man’s comment, R' Yosef 
Chaim continued drawing the water, lugging the buckets back and 
forth, and placing them on a nearby wagon. 
 To his questioners R' Yosef Chaim explained, “When I 
passed by the well this morning, I saw this little boy and his sister 
trying to haul these buckets on their own. I asked them why they 
were doing such a dangerous job and they informed me that their 
father has been in bed for the last six months, incapacitated by a 
debilitating disease. Their mother, who had drawn the water until 
now, is soon due to give birth and can no longer do the job. So the 
responsibility had fallen to them. Leaning in and reaching down could 
have caused the young children to fall into the well. So I decided to 
do it myself.” 
 The group listened to the רָב, but were themselves 
concerned. After all, R' Yosef Chaim was an elderly, weak man. 
Besides, they thought, someone of the רָב’s stature should not be 
performing such a menial chore. 
 they begged, “what will they say on the streets when ”,רֶבִי“ 
they see you doing this?” 
 R' Yosef Chaim looked at the men, then back at the 
children. “And what will they say in heaven when they see that I do 
not do it?” 
 With that, the elderly רָב of רוּשָלַיִם  hauled the last two יְּ
buckets of water, placed them on the wagon, and helped the children 
bring them home. 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 3 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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ה׳׳-ד׳-ספר אהבת חסד חלק א׳ פרק ו׳:ג׳  
*The הֲלָכָה of lending money [or doing any חֶסֶד] is also governed by 
priorities. A close relative or friend living in the same city takes priority 
over an עָנִי from another city. However, if a close relative from another 
city came to borrow money at the same time as a city resident and both 
are עֲנִיִים, then the out-of-town relative is given priority. If the out-of-
town relative is able to easily find someone willing to lend him the 
money and the city resident is having a difficult time, then the city 
resident takes priority. 
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
The חָפֵץ חַיִים explains that the הֲלָכָה of ‘relative’ is similar to that of צְדָקָה: a person must 
lend to his parents before lending to his children. Lending to one’s children comes before 
lending to a brother or sister. If two wealthy people came to borrow money and one עָשִיר 
is a relative, then he takes precedence. 

• During צָרִים ין הַמְּ אָב -י״ז תַמוּז  the 3 weeks from) בֵּ ט׳ בְּ ), 
one should not buy new clothing or eat new fruit that 
would require a ּחֱיָנו הֶׁ   .שֶׁ

• One can be lenient and make a ּחֱיָנו הֶׁ כַת שֶׁ  on a new fruit בִרְּ
if he eats the fruit on שַבָת or if it is a seasonal fruit which 
will not be obtainable after אָב  .ט׳ בְּ

1. How do צִיצִית remind us of the journey from מִצְרַיִם to the 
splitting of the יַם סוּף? 

2. Can you name three מִצְוֹת which, if transgressed/performed, 
are considered as important as all the other מִצְוֹת combined? 

1. The eight strings of the צִיצִית correspond to the eight days that כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל waited 
from when they were given permission to leave מִצְרַיִם on י״ד נִיסָן until they sang 
the שִירָה at the יַם סוּף on ְּכֵלֶת) כ״א נִיסָן ְּתִיל ת  .(15:38 — ד״ה פ

2. Three examples are: serving עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה, being מְחַלֵל שַבָת and fulfilling the מִצְוָה of 
 .(15:41 — ד״ה אֲנִי ה׳) צִיצִית
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FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

R' Aharon Yeshaya Shapiro זַצַ״ל once attended a מַאֲמָר, a deep 
lecture based on many levels of Jewish thoughts, given by R' 
Yitzchok Hutner יבָה ,זַצַ״ל ין of ראֺשׁ יְשִׁׁ רְלִׁ ים בֶּ  When R' Hutner .חַיִׁ
noticed R' Aharon Yeshaya, he looked at him, smiled and then 
announced, "!ְישׁט פאַר אײַך יז נִׁ  This is not for you!" In — דאָס אִׁ
his typical humility, R' Aharon Yeshaya responded with his 
pleasant smile, "!ן אַ גוּט װאָרט רעֶּ יל העֶּ יךְ װִׁ  — װאָס אַרט אײַךְ אַז אִׁ
Why does it bother you if I wish to hear a good word [of תּוֹרָה]!"  

Source: Heard from a יד  of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath תַּלְמִׁ

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Many לְמִידִים  ’of R תַּ
Aharon Yeshaya Shapiro ״ל צַּ  זַּ
have commented that the א כְתָּ סֶּ  מַּ
they remembered best from their 
ה  years is the one that they יְשִיבָּ
learned when R’ Shapiro was 
their בִי -What was their multi .רֶּ
talented and beloved בִי  s’רֶּ
secret? Below are some of the 
recollections heard directly from 
his לְמִידִים   :תַּ
׳  עְיָּ  had an ר׳ אַהֲרֺן יְשַּ
unusual way of answering a 
לְמִיד  s question. Frequently, he’תַּ
would carefully review the סוּגְיָּה 
from scratch, and the לְמִיד  תַּ
would understand where he had 
erred. He was gifted with a talent 
in writing and would gather the 
notebooks of לְמִידִים  to review תַּ
them. He would respectfully offer 
them pointers for improving their 
writing skills.  
׳  עְיָּ  s’ר׳ אַהֲרֺן יְשַּ
punctuality and endearing smile 
were his trademarks, which his 
לְמִידִים  remembered long after תַּ
they left his class. His ר  מוּסָּ
shmuessen were delivered with 
sensitivity, and were easily 
accepted with love.  Feeling that 
they were treated with the 

respect of a peer, his לְמִידִים  תַּ
were encouraged to live up to his 
expectations.   
׳  עְיָּ  would ר׳ אַהֲרֺן יְשַּ
spend hours in preparation for a 
 that appeared deceptively שִעוּר
simple, and concentrated mainly 
on ט א in the פְשַּ רָּ שִ״י ,גְמָּ  and ,רַּ
פוֹת  He would always prepare .תוֹסָּ
his שִעוּרִים anew, not relying on 
lessons from previous years. His 
table would be piled high with 
רִים  as he prepared, but he was סְפָּ
meticulous to return each one to 
its proper place after he finished.  
  My לְמִיד  R’ Aharon ,תַּ
Yeshaya was a role model even 
after his ה  His family found .פְטִירָּ
among his private papers a list of 
לוֹת בָּ  undertakings, he prepared ,קַּ
before each נָּה שָּ לוֹת The .ראֺש הַּ בָּ  קַּ
he wrote for the last year of his 
life ended with something 
unusual. He wrote a ה לָּ בָּ  to be קַּ
א עֲבִיר סִדְרָּ ״ן with selected מַּ מְבַּ  ,sרַּ
and then to review certain 
shmuessen from R' Yeruchom 
״ל צַּ בוּעוֹת until“ ,זַּ  He ”.שָּ
constantly worked on himself 
until the last days of his life and 
was ר בוּעוֹת just after נִפְטָּ   !שָּ

רוּךְ!         יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּ
בִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶּ

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

What Will They Say?

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

Understanding
Davening

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn on 
the phone, and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

Learning Contest
Erev Shabbos

 An introduction to חֲנוּן  (.cont)…תַּ
The טַ״ז learns a הֲלָכָה that is brought in the 
first סְעִיף of (סִימָן קל״א: א׳) הִלְכוֹת תַחֲנוּן 
based on a difficult question in the בָבָא ) גְמָרָא
 s’ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר which relates how (מְצִיעָא נ״ט:
wife prevented him from saying תַחֲנוּן. Her 
brother רַבָן גַמְלִיאֵל had argued with  ר׳
 which distressed him, and she was ,אֱלִיעֶזֶר
concerned for her brother’s safety. She was 
afraid that the power of ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר’s תַחֲנוּן 
could harm her brother so she prevented 
him from saying תַחֲנוּן every day. The  שִׁיטָה
 .is bothered by a simple question מְקוּבֶצֶת
How was she able to do this on a daily basis 
without him realizing it? He answers that she 
asked ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר something that required him 
to answer, thus reducing the power of his 
 that one must not הֲלָכָה Hence the .תַחֲנוּן
speak/interrupt between שְׁמוֹנָה עֶשְרֵה and 
 .תַחֲנוּן



*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

בָר יג:לג(.…  עֵינֵיהֶם )בַמִדְּ כֵן הָיִינוּ בְּ עֵינֵינוּ כַחֲגָבִים וְּ הִי בְּ וַנְּ  
 …we were like grasshoppers in our eyes, and so we were in 
their eyes. 
 The Rebbe of Kotzk commented that the declaration of 
“...we were like grasshoppers in our eyes, and so we were in their 
eyes!” was the root of the spies’ sin. They had no right to consider 
how the giants viewed them. As emissaries of the Jewish people, they 
should have been focused on their mission, and that they were 
representing the people of ד׳, not on what anyone else thought about 
them. 
 We are often faced with dilemmas about how to act or 
react in challenging situations. In the following story, we see the 
response of one of our great leaders who used the phrase “What will 
they say?” as a means of motivating himself and others to do the 
right thing. 

∞  ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld זַצַ״ל, the legendary רָב of 
רוּשָלַיִם  by 10 a.m. On most שַחֲרִית normally returned home from ,יְּ
days, he would come home from shul still wearing his טַלִית and פִלִין  .תְּ
He would greet the usual crowd of people who were waiting for him, 
answer all of their questions, have a short breakfast, and spend the 
remainder of the day learning. Today, however, he was very late. The 
group waited patiently and then decided to go look for their “lost” רָב. 
 As they traced the route that the רָב normally took from his 
small home to the shul, they noticed a man in the distance, wearing 
his טַלִית and פִלִין  standing near a well. Upon closer inspection they ,תְּ
realized that the man was none other than their רָב; and two water 
buckets joined by a wooden plank were draped across his shoulders. 
Apparently, he was drawing and carrying water for someone. But for 
whom, and why? 
 Standing next to the רָב was a shabbily dressed little boy 

and his younger sister. Their shoes were completely torn and their 
sad eyes told a tale of woe. As the group approached their revered רָב 
one of his followers offered to take the buckets from him. 
 how can you carry these around the streets? It is ,רֶבִי“ 
simply not befitting a man of your stature.” 
 Although he had clearly heard the man’s comment, R' Yosef 
Chaim continued drawing the water, lugging the buckets back and 
forth, and placing them on a nearby wagon. 
 To his questioners R' Yosef Chaim explained, “When I 
passed by the well this morning, I saw this little boy and his sister 
trying to haul these buckets on their own. I asked them why they 
were doing such a dangerous job and they informed me that their 
father has been in bed for the last six months, incapacitated by a 
debilitating disease. Their mother, who had drawn the water until 
now, is soon due to give birth and can no longer do the job. So the 
responsibility had fallen to them. Leaning in and reaching down could 
have caused the young children to fall into the well. So I decided to 
do it myself.” 
 The group listened to the רָב, but were themselves 
concerned. After all, R' Yosef Chaim was an elderly, weak man. 
Besides, they thought, someone of the רָב’s stature should not be 
performing such a menial chore. 
 they begged, “what will they say on the streets when ”,רֶבִי“ 
they see you doing this?” 
 R' Yosef Chaim looked at the men, then back at the 
children. “And what will they say in heaven when they see that I do 
not do it?” 
 With that, the elderly רָב of רוּשָלַיִם  hauled the last two יְּ
buckets of water, placed them on the wagon, and helped the children 
bring them home. 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 3 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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הִלְכווֹת
צָרִים ין הַמְּ בֵּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

ה׳׳-ד׳-ספר אהבת חסד חלק א׳ פרק ו׳:ג׳  
*The הֲלָכָה of lending money [or doing any חֶסֶד] is also governed by 
priorities. A close relative or friend living in the same city takes priority 
over an עָנִי from another city. However, if a close relative from another 
city came to borrow money at the same time as a city resident and both 
are עֲנִיִים, then the out-of-town relative is given priority. If the out-of-
town relative is able to easily find someone willing to lend him the 
money and the city resident is having a difficult time, then the city 
resident takes priority. 
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
The חָפֵץ חַיִים explains that the הֲלָכָה of ‘relative’ is similar to that of צְדָקָה: a person must 
lend to his parents before lending to his children. Lending to one’s children comes before 
lending to a brother or sister. If two wealthy people came to borrow money and one עָשִיר 
is a relative, then he takes precedence. 

• During צָרִים ין הַמְּ אָב -י״ז תַמוּז  the 3 weeks from) בֵּ ט׳ בְּ ), 
one should not buy new clothing or eat new fruit that 
would require a ּחֱיָנו הֶׁ   .שֶׁ

• One can be lenient and make a ּחֱיָנו הֶׁ כַת שֶׁ  on a new fruit בִרְּ
if he eats the fruit on שַבָת or if it is a seasonal fruit which 
will not be obtainable after אָב  .ט׳ בְּ

1. How do צִיצִית remind us of the journey from מִצְרַיִם to the 
splitting of the יַם סוּף? 

2. Can you name three מִצְוֹת which, if transgressed/performed, 
are considered as important as all the other מִצְוֹת combined? 

1. The eight strings of the צִיצִית correspond to the eight days that כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל waited 
from when they were given permission to leave מִצְרַיִם on י״ד נִיסָן until they sang 
the שִירָה at the יַם סוּף on ְּכֵלֶת) כ״א נִיסָן ְּתִיל ת  .(15:38 — ד״ה פ

2. Three examples are: serving עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה, being מְחַלֵל שַבָת and fulfilling the מִצְוָה of 
 .(15:41 — ד״ה אֲנִי ה׳) צִיצִית
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1. The eight strings of the צִיצִית correspond to the eight days that כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל waited 
from when they were given permission to leave מִצְרַיִם on י״ד נִיסָן until they sang 
the שִירָה at the יַם סוּף on ְּכֵלֶת) כ״א נִיסָן ְּתִיל ת  .(15:38 — ד״ה פ

2. Three examples are: serving עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה, being מְחַלֵל שַבָת and fulfilling the מִצְוָה of 
 .(15:41 — ד״ה אֲנִי ה׳) צִיצִית

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

R' Aharon Yeshaya Shapiro זַצַ״ל once attended a מַאֲמָר, a deep 
lecture based on many levels of Jewish thoughts, given by R' 
Yitzchok Hutner יבָה ,זַצַ״ל ין of ראֺשׁ יְשִׁׁ רְלִׁ ים בֶּ  When R' Hutner .חַיִׁ
noticed R' Aharon Yeshaya, he looked at him, smiled and then 
announced, "!ְישׁט פאַר אײַך יז נִׁ  This is not for you!" In — דאָס אִׁ
his typical humility, R' Aharon Yeshaya responded with his 
pleasant smile, "!ן אַ גוּט װאָרט רעֶּ יל העֶּ יךְ װִׁ  — װאָס אַרט אײַךְ אַז אִׁ
Why does it bother you if I wish to hear a good word [of תּוֹרָה]!"  

Source: Heard from a יד  of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath תַּלְמִׁ

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Many לְמִידִים  ’of R תַּ
Aharon Yeshaya Shapiro ״ל צַּ  זַּ
have commented that the א כְתָּ סֶּ  מַּ
they remembered best from their 
ה  years is the one that they יְשִיבָּ
learned when R’ Shapiro was 
their בִי -What was their multi .רֶּ
talented and beloved בִי  s’רֶּ
secret? Below are some of the 
recollections heard directly from 
his לְמִידִים   :תַּ
׳  עְיָּ  had an ר׳ אַהֲרֺן יְשַּ
unusual way of answering a 
לְמִיד  s question. Frequently, he’תַּ
would carefully review the סוּגְיָּה 
from scratch, and the לְמִיד  תַּ
would understand where he had 
erred. He was gifted with a talent 
in writing and would gather the 
notebooks of לְמִידִים  to review תַּ
them. He would respectfully offer 
them pointers for improving their 
writing skills.  
׳  עְיָּ  s’ר׳ אַהֲרֺן יְשַּ
punctuality and endearing smile 
were his trademarks, which his 
לְמִידִים  remembered long after תַּ
they left his class. His ר  מוּסָּ
shmuessen were delivered with 
sensitivity, and were easily 
accepted with love.  Feeling that 
they were treated with the 

respect of a peer, his לְמִידִים  תַּ
were encouraged to live up to his 
expectations.   
׳  עְיָּ  would ר׳ אַהֲרֺן יְשַּ
spend hours in preparation for a 
 that appeared deceptively שִעוּר
simple, and concentrated mainly 
on ט א in the פְשַּ רָּ שִ״י ,גְמָּ  and ,רַּ
פוֹת  He would always prepare .תוֹסָּ
his שִעוּרִים anew, not relying on 
lessons from previous years. His 
table would be piled high with 
רִים  as he prepared, but he was סְפָּ
meticulous to return each one to 
its proper place after he finished.  
  My לְמִיד  R’ Aharon ,תַּ
Yeshaya was a role model even 
after his ה  His family found .פְטִירָּ
among his private papers a list of 
לוֹת בָּ  undertakings, he prepared ,קַּ
before each נָּה שָּ לוֹת The .ראֺש הַּ בָּ  קַּ
he wrote for the last year of his 
life ended with something 
unusual. He wrote a ה לָּ בָּ  to be קַּ
א עֲבִיר סִדְרָּ ״ן with selected מַּ מְבַּ  ,sרַּ
and then to review certain 
shmuessen from R' Yeruchom 
״ל צַּ בוּעוֹת until“ ,זַּ  He ”.שָּ
constantly worked on himself 
until the last days of his life and 
was ר בוּעוֹת just after נִפְטָּ   !שָּ

רוּךְ!         יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּ
בִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶּ

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

What Will They Say?

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

Understanding
Davening

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
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contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ
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 An introduction to חֲנוּן  (.cont)…תַּ
The טַ״ז learns a הֲלָכָה that is brought in the 
first סְעִיף of (סִימָן קל״א: א׳) הִלְכוֹת תַחֲנוּן 
based on a difficult question in the בָבָא ) גְמָרָא
 s’ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר which relates how (מְצִיעָא נ״ט:
wife prevented him from saying תַחֲנוּן. Her 
brother רַבָן גַמְלִיאֵל had argued with  ר׳
 which distressed him, and she was ,אֱלִיעֶזֶר
concerned for her brother’s safety. She was 
afraid that the power of ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר’s תַחֲנוּן 
could harm her brother so she prevented 
him from saying תַחֲנוּן every day. The  שִׁיטָה
 .is bothered by a simple question מְקוּבֶצֶת
How was she able to do this on a daily basis 
without him realizing it? He answers that she 
asked ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר something that required him 
to answer, thus reducing the power of his 
 that one must not הֲלָכָה Hence the .תַחֲנוּן
speak/interrupt between שְׁמוֹנָה עֶשְרֵה and 
 .תַחֲנוּן



Baranovitch Yeshiva was rich in the high 
standard of learning and yiras shomayim, 
but unfortunately the material situation 
was terribly difficult. R’ Elchonon was 

forced to travel to Europe and America 
to raise funds. While in England, Rav 
Elchonon was greatly assisted by R’ 
Osher Sternbuch (father of R’ Moshe 

Sternbuch, shlita, Raavad - Eida Chareidis).

R’ Osher was niftar relatively young and R’ Elchonon 
wrote a beautiful letter to the widow and orphans. 
He also made it his business to visit the Almanah on 
his next trip. He arrived when the Almanah was out.

R’ Elchonon was in a 
rush to leave and in his 
haste the glass slipped 

from his hand and broke.

Rav Elchonon returned to the 
house and knocked on the door.

Rebbetzin Sternbach returned 
about two hours later:

yasher koach...
When is your 

mother coming 
home?

in around two 
hours.

Rebbetzin 
Sternbach, I 

accidentally broke 
one of your glasses. 

I’m very sorry.

Kinderlach, I 
accidentally broke a 

glass. Could you please 
give me a broom and shovel? 

And please apologize to 
your mother from me for my 

careless breaking of the 
glass...

Wait a minute... A 
child cannot be a 

Shaliach... Hmm... I must 
wait here myself to 

apologize.

I’m so happy to 
see the Rosh Yeshiva 

learning with my child! 
Just having Rebbi in our 
home is such a kavod. 
This is nothing to be 

concerned about!

oy, I’m not able to 
wait so long... But let me 
make a brocha before I 

leave.

Rebbi, sure... it’s 
really nothing 

to  be concerned 
about.

Did 
Rebbi leave 
something 

behind?

No, I decided to 
wait for your mother 

to return and personally 
apologize for breaking the 
glass. Let’s learn together 

until your mother comes 
home.

5635-5701 1875-1941 zun, c"h

נִים יינִישׁ born in Birz, Lithuania, to ,זַצַ״ל Wasserman ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן בֻּ ל and ר׳ נַפְתָלִי בֵּ יינאָ רָחֵּ  He learned in Telshe .שֵּׁ
under R' Eliezer Gordon זַצַ״ל and R' Shimon Shkop זַצַ״ל and also in Volozhin. In 1897, he studied 
under ר׳ חַיִים Soloveitchik in Brisk. In 1899, he married Michla, the daughter of אִיר  of רָב) Atlas ר׳ מֵּ
Salant).  In 1907, he moved to Radin where he learn in the ל קָדְשִׁים בְהָק and was a כּוֹלֵּ ץ  of the תַלְמִיד מֻּ חָפֵּ
ל While at the .חַיִים ף שְׁלֹמֹה learned with ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן ,כּוֹלֵּ  who would later become the ,זַצַ״ל Kahaneman ר׳ יוֹסֵּ
 ,of Brisk רַ״ם of the Ponevezh Yeshiva, for 18 hours a day. In 1910, he moved away to become ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה
but returned to Radin when the יְשִׁיבָה was disbanded in 1914. Afterwards, he moved to Baranowicze, 
Poland where he founded his famous יְשִׁיבָה. He was a dynamic leader and force in ל גוּדַת יִשְרָאֵּ  During .אֲַ
WWII, he was נִפְטָר עַל קִדוּשׁ ד׳, together with his תַלְמִידִים, and 5000 other Yidden. He was renowned for 
both his צִדְקוּת and his analytical פְשַׁט. His סְפָרִים include: קוֹבֶץ מַאֲמָרִים ,קוֹבֶץ שִׁעוּרִים ,קוֹבֶץ הֶאָרוֹת, and 

other חִדוּשִׁים including the famous עִקְבְתָא דִמְשִׁיחָא. 

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

״ל צַׁ עְיָ׳ זַׁ עֲקֺב יִצְחָק was born in Pinsk to ר׳ אַהֲרֺן יְשַׁ יָה and ר׳ יַׁ  חַׁ
Shapiro, a Karlin-Stolin family. At the age of 15 he went to 
ת מִיר בְרוּתָא where he learned יְשִיבַׁ  with R’ Chaim בְחַׁ

Shmuelevitz ״ל צַׁ  and R’ Leizer הי״ד He became close with R’ Hirsh Kamai .זַׁ
Yudel Finkel ״ל צַׁ  רָחֵל דִינָה from both of them. He married סְמִיכָה receiving ,זַׁ
(daughter of ר׳ יִשְרָאֵל זְאֵב Stamm of Kelm) in 1937. With the outbreak of 
WWII, they immigrated to the USA. He was immediately offered a position 
as  ַׁשְגִיח ת in מַׁ עַׁ גָא פײַװל by יְשִיבָה תּוֹרָה וְדַׁ ״ל Mendlowitz ר׳ שְרַׁ צַׁ  later ,זַׁ
becoming one of its most famous גִידֵי שִעוּר  He was beloved by his .מַׁ
לְמִידִים  גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל and was a cherished confidant of the most renowned תַּׁ
and Chassidishe Rebbes of America.  

 כ״ה סיון
5668 – 5741 
1907 – 1981 

In 1926, when מְעוֹן ר׳  asked זַצַ״ל Shkop ר׳ שִׁ
 to help him write בָחוּר to send a יְרוּחָם זַצַ״ל
his ר׳ יְרוּחָם ,שַעַרֵי יוֹשֶר ,סֵפֶר chose  ר׳ אַהֲרֺן
 a gifted writer with beautiful ,יְשַעְיָ׳
penmanship. ר׳ יְרוּחָם ‘lent’ him to  ר׳
מְעוֹן  agreed ר׳ אַהֲרֺן יְשַעְיָ׳ .for two years שִׁ
on the condition that he would receive a 
private עוּר  on the piece he was working שִׁ
on that day. מְעוֹן  ,הַקְדָמָה agreed. In his ר׳ שִׁ
מְעוֹן  ,wrote, “He did not just proofread it ר׳ שִׁ
but worked diligently and sharpened each topic with 
his peers!” 
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ל לְזְכוּת אַחֵינוּ  אֵּ רָּ ית יִשְׂ ל בֵּ ה וּמִשִעְבוּד  כָּ ה לְאוֹרָּ ה וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ ה לִרְוָּ רָּ קוֹם יְרַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶם וְיוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ ה ... הַמָּ רָּ הַנְתוּנִים בַצָּ
מֵן. רִיב וְאִמְרוּ אָּ א וּבִזְמַן קָּ לָּ ה... בַעֲגָּ  לִגְאֻלָּ
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חַלָה   -מִצְוָה שפ״ה   
 It is a ה ה to separate מִצְוַת עֲשֵׂ  from a dough made from an חַלָּ
ן or more of flour and give it to a (volume = 43.5 medium eggs) עוֹמֶר   .כֺּהֵׂ

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 One of the essential foods needed for the body to stay 
healthy is grain. Most of the world survives by eating bread made from 
grain. ד׳ in His kindness gave ל אֵׂ  an opportunity to perform כְלַל יִשְרָּ
constant מִצְוֹת on such a basic food in order that our daily food should 
have a blessing [because of the ה  performed]. Every piece of bread מִצְוָּ
that has ה  taken from it is feeding the body with the grain and the חַלָּ
ה מָּ ה with the נְשָּ     .מִצְוָּ
 wanted ד׳ .(for the people) ד׳ spend their lives serving כֺּהֲנִים 
 to receive prepared dough rather than unprocessed flour or כֺּהֲנִים
grain so that they should not have to be involved in the time and 
money spent in processing the grain. [This will allow the כֺּהֲנִים to 
dedicate more of their valuable time to serve ד׳ - see  לֶק מוֹרֶה נְבוּכִים חֵׂ
  .[ג

∞ ∞ ∞ 
צִיצִית -מִצְוָה שפ״ו   

 It is a ה  on a four (or more) cornered צִיצִית to put מִצְוַת עֲשֵׂ
woolen garment. The size of the garment should be large enough to 
cover the head and most of the body of a six or seven year old child. 

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 The ה  is to have a צִיצִית writes the reason to wear תּוֹרָּ

constant reminder of the מִצְוֹת ד׳. The ְחִינוּך explains that there is no 
better reminder than wearing the seal of ד׳, our Master, wherever we 
go. A person wearing a garment with צִיצִית on a daily basis will notice 
their צִיצִית and his heart will naturally be reminded of the מִצְוֹת. The 
א ש תַּנְחוּמָּ  add the ;600 = צִיצִית of גִימַטְרִיָּה explains that the (קֺּרַח יב) מִדְרָּ
8 strings and the 5 knots that hang from each corner, and the total = 
613. The צִיצִית represent the (613) תרי״ג מִצְוֹת.  

∞ ∞ ∞ 
ינַיִם -מִצְוָה שפ״ז   ב וּרְאִייַת עֵׁ לאֺ לָתוּר אַחַר מַחֲשָבַת הַלֵׁ שֶׁ   

 It is a ֺּא תַעֲשֶה ה not to turn [from the מִצְוַת ל  path] to תּוֹרָּ
follow the desire of our heart and eyes. This includes thinking thoughts 
that are  ה רָּ ה זָּ  or inappropriate, that cause a person to feel further עֲבוֹדָּ
from ד׳.        

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 This is one of underlying principles of a happy Jew. Bad 
thoughts are the cause of every bad action. Contrary to what you [the 
ע רָּ צֶר הָּ  within us, makes us] believe, when a person does not control יֵׂ
his heart’s desire, he constantly craves more and will only feel emptier 
after following his desires. However, when a person  turns his hearts 
away from thinking [or his eyes away from seeing] anything 
inappropriate, he becomes a spiritually stronger and physically happier 
person.      

Some מצות and Ideas based on  שלח -ספר החינוך במנין המצות על פרשת השבוע  

TorahThoughts

פרשה: שלח     הפטרה: וישלח יהושע... מרגלים... )יהושע ב:א-כד(

מברכים ר״ח תמוז  )מולד יום חמישי בשעה:  חלקים 8 + 09:15(

דף יומי: יומא נ״ה     אבות פרק ג'     מצות תעשה: 3   מצות לא תעשה: 2

PIRCHEI 

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869   •   Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval 347-486-6634


